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State examines sending inmates out of Alaska 


Long-term effects could be 'devastating' 
reentry expert says of cost-saving measure 


By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 

Recent history might 
repeat itself if Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy's proposed bud¬ 
get comes to fruition. 


Included in the plan 
for the Alaska Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections is a 
money-saving measure 
that would send at least 
500 inmates from Alaska 
prisons to prisons outside 


the state, according to a 
presentation to the Sen¬ 
ate Finance Committee on 
Friday. 

Doing this would pro¬ 
vide a savings of $12.8 
million, according to the 
presentation from DOC 
officials and Office of Man¬ 
agement and Budget Di¬ 
rector Donna Arduin. The 


governor's budget also 
proposes closing down a 
wing of Wildwood Correc¬ 
tional Center on the Kenai 
Peninsula to save money. 

Kelly Goode, deputy 
commissioner for DOC, 
said in the presentation 
Friday that the depart¬ 
ment has begun to reach 
out to Outside prisons 


to see if there's room for 
Alaskans. 

"We just wanted to 
know if there were even 
beds available outside, 
but beyond that, no, we 
haven't started a process," 
Goode said. 

It costs about $150 a 
day to incarcerate some¬ 
one in Alaska, while it 


costs about $95 to do it in 
the Lower 48, according to 
a release from the gover¬ 
nor's office. 

According to the pre¬ 
sentation Friday, Dun- 
leavy's budget proposes 
that the state cut $29 mil¬ 
lion in funding for DOC. 

SEE INMATES I PageAlO 


LEGISLATURE 


House 
fills key 
roles 

Leadership, 
organization not 
yet complete 

By KEVIN BAIRD 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


The House of Rep¬ 
resentatives is not fully 
organized just yet, but 
several key leadership 
positions have been 
filled. 

It took the House a 
record 31 days to elect 
a speaker in Rep. Bryce 
Edgmon of Dillingham, 
on Thursday. He recent¬ 
ly changed his party af¬ 
filiation from Democrat 
to undeclared. Edgmon 
who chairs the Commit¬ 
tee on Committees said 
he hopes to have lead¬ 
ership and committee 
assignments completed 
Monday. 

A couple assignments 
have been made. All of 
these members belong 
to the bipartisan House 
Majority Coalition: Re¬ 
publican Rep. Steve 
Thompson will be House 
Majority Leader. Rep. 
Chuck Kopp, R-Anchor- 
age will be House Rules 
Committee chair. Rep. 
Neal Foster, D-Nome, 
and Rep. Tammie Wil¬ 
son, R-North Pole, will be 
Finance Committee co¬ 
chairs. 

Once the committees 

SEE HOUSE I Page A10 


ON THE CHOPPING BLOCK 



MICHAEL PENN | JUNEAU EMPIRE 

Bethany Lowrance, left, of Gavel Alaska, and Rashah McChesney, a reporter with the Alaska Energy Desk (a collaboration between stations of the 
Alaska Public Radio Network), cover a Senate Finance Committee meeting at the Capitol on Thursday. 


Budget: $3.5M cut to public media stations 


Cuts would dent, 
not wipe out 
overall funding 

By KEVIN BAIRD 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 

The state of Alaska 
contributes about $3.5 
million annually to sup¬ 
port public radio and 
television programs 


across the state. Gov. 
Mike Dunleavy's budget 
proposal would cut this 
state assistance out com¬ 
pletely. 

Last week, Dunleavy 
released his budget, 
which followed up on 
his campaign promise to 
align the state's revenue 
and expenditures rather 
than dip into savings. To 
do so, he proposed an 


unprecedented $1.6 bil¬ 
lion cut to the operating 
budget. 

By cutting out public 
media funding, Alaska 
would save $3.5 million 
in the next fiscal year. 
This equates to rough¬ 
ly 0.22 percent of total 
proposed cuts. But what 
would Alaskan's lose? 

Each year this $3.5 
million grant is distribut¬ 


ed in varying amounts to 
Alaska's 27 public radio 
stations and seven televi¬ 
sion stations. 

For example, KTOO- 
TV received an allocation 
of $75,700 for the current 
year. The KTOO radio 
station received $77,041, 
according to an an Alas¬ 
ka Public Broadcasting 
Commission document. 

This state grant is not 


the sole source of fund¬ 
ing for public media in 
Alaska. The state grant 
accounts for about 7 
percent, or $400,000 of 
Alaska Public Media's to¬ 
tal funding. Alaska Pub¬ 
lic Media includes KSKA 
91.1 FM in Anchorage 
and produces a number 
of radio shows including 

SEE MEDIA I PageAlO 


Senators baffled at proposed reductions to public safety 


BUDGET 


Budget proposal at odds with Dunleavy's words, lawmakers say 


By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


When Gov. Mike Dun¬ 
leavy declared a "war on 
criminals" in his State of 
the State speech, many 


around the state were 
encouraged. 

Sen. Lyman Hoffman, 
D-Bethel, was among 
them. When Hoffman 
read through Dunleavy's 
proposed budget this 


Wednesday, Hoffman 
was befuddled. Accord¬ 
ing to presentations 
to the Senate Finance 
Committee on Thursday 
and Friday, Dunleavy's 
budget proposes cuts of 


about $29 million from 
the Department of Cor¬ 
rections, $3 million from 
the Department of Pub¬ 
lic Safety, $1.8 million 
from the Department of 
Law, $900,000 from the 
Department of Military 
and Veterans' Affairs and 


a $3.5 million increase in 
spending for the Alaska 
Courts System. 

At Friday's Senate Fi¬ 
nance Committee meet¬ 
ing, which included 
presentations from the 
Department of Law and 
the Department of Cor¬ 


rections, Hoffman said 
he was shocked to see 
the state spending less 
money on these depart¬ 
ments after the governor 
made clear he wants to 
combat crime. 

SEE SAFETY I PageAlO 
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ALEX McCarthy | juneau empire 

Sen. Lyman Hoffman, D-Bethel, poses questions to Department of Corrections and Office of Management and Budget 
officials during a Senate Finance Committee meetingon Friday. 


SAFETY: 

Continued fronn Page A1 

The DOT 
presentation 
showed that the 
governor's proposed 
budget would spend 
$1.8 million less on the 
department next year if 
the budget remained un¬ 
changed. Hoffman asked 
DOT Administrative Ser¬ 
vices Director Anna Kim 
how the department can 
do its job better while 
spending less money. 

Kim pointed to a $1.1 
million fiscal note that 
would go to the de¬ 
partment if Senate Bill 
32 (which extends sen¬ 
tences for offenders) is 
passed by the Legisla¬ 
ture. She said that mon¬ 
ey can help offset the 
state cuts. 

"WeTl still continue 
to do the things that we 
do in the department/' 
Kim said. "We'll still con¬ 
tinue to prioritize things 
in the department as 
we have in the past and 
we'll manage within the 
resources we have. We 
feel that positive fiscal 
note will have an impact 
on the activities that will 
be tough on crime." 

Hoffman wasn't satis¬ 
fied with the response. 

"The fiscal note 
doesn't cover the total 
amount" Hoffman said. 
"The explanation seems 


lacking to me for the 
general public. There is a 
reduction that is to me a 
substantial amount and 
the people of Alaska de¬ 
serve an answer for what 
is not going to be per¬ 
formed as a result of this 
reduction." 

Hoffman and his fel¬ 


low committee members 
repeatedly expressed 
frustration with the bud¬ 
get proposal in presen¬ 
tations Thursday and 
Friday. Sen. Peter Mic- 
ciche; R-Soldotna; said in 
Friday's meeting he was 
surprised that the state is 
pondering closing down 


a wing of Wildwood Cor¬ 
rectional Center in his 
district. Sen. Bill Wiel- 
echowski; D-Anchorage, 
said in Thursday's meet¬ 
ing that he was surprised 
at a $3 million cut to 
the state's Village Public 
Safety Officer program. 

Presenters, including 


deputy commissioners 
and other department 
officials alongside Of¬ 
fice of Management and 
Budget Director Donna 
Arduin, kept telling the 
senators that they felt 
they could continue to 
operate their depart¬ 
ments well with less 


state funding. 

They also empha¬ 
sized that while funding 
from the state's General 
Fund might be decreas¬ 
ing, funding from federal 
sources and from legis¬ 
lation might be increas¬ 
ing. For example, a fiscal 
note (an estimate of state 
costs) from Dunleavy's 
Senate Bill 32 (which 
increases sentences for 
offenders) estimates 
that the state will have 
to spend $1.1 million on 
the DOC if the bill goes 
through. 

0MB Deputy Director 
Laura Cramer said in an 
interview after Friday's 
meeting that she expect¬ 
ed the senators to pro¬ 
vide tough feedback. She 
said this is only a warm¬ 
up for when they talk 
about cuts to education, 
where the governor's 
budget proposes the 
state make much more 
significant cuts than the 
cuts to public safety de¬ 
partments. 

"1 think that they 
should be critical," Cra¬ 
mer said. "(These are) 
some significant changes 
to the budget, maybe it's 
just a sampling of what 
we'll see for the Depart¬ 
ment of Education and 
the university and those 
programs that are seeing 
larger cuts." 

• Contact reporter Alex McCarthy 
at 523-2271 or amccarthy® 
juneauempire.com. Follow him on 
Twitter at ©akmccarthy. 



HOUSE: 

Continued from Page A1 

are set, the 
House can start 
tackling legisla¬ 
tion. For example, the 
House Finance Commit¬ 
tee could start working 
on the budget. 

Kopp had been tagged 
as majority leader, but he 
switched positions with 
Thompson Friday morn¬ 
ing. He called it a "mu¬ 
tual decision." 

"1 think it was a mat¬ 
ter of preference, skill 
set for each position," 
Kopp said. Kopp said he 
had more experience in 
dealing with "process in¬ 
tensive" side of things in¬ 
cluding Mason's Manual 
of Legislative Procedure, 
the book of procedural 
rules the Alaska Legisla¬ 
ture uses to conduct its 
meetings. 

"We decided it would 


be an ideal position for 
each one of us," Kopp 
added. 

Thompson was un¬ 
available for comment 
to comment Friday after¬ 
noon on his new role. 

House Majority 
Coalition 

The bipartisan House 
Majority Coalition con¬ 
sisted of 25 members as 
of Friday. Rep. Bart LeB- 
on was the 25th member 
to join the majority. 

LeBon, a freshman Re¬ 
publican from Fairbanks, 
was the 25th member to 
join the Majority Coali¬ 
tion. 

"The appointment of 
Representatives Wilson 
and Thompson to key 
leadership positions gave 
me justification for join¬ 
ing the majority caucus," 
LeBon said. Wilson and 
Thompson are veteran 
Republicans from the In¬ 
terior. "Hopefully I'll be 
sitting on the Finance 
Committee with Repre¬ 


sentative Wilson." 

LeBon, a retired bank¬ 
er, believes his experi¬ 
ence would serve well on 
that committee. 

He also spoke about 
why he joined the other 
five Interior delegates in 
the majority caucus. 

"We gave it the all- 
American try, both sides 
of the aisle did," LeBon 
said. "It became clear to 
me there was no settle¬ 
ment date in sight with¬ 
out some kind of bold 
action from one caucus 
or the other to bridge the 
divide." 

"It became apparent 
that we needed to find 
some common ground 
the (Interior delagates) 
feel that we have found 
that common ground," 
LeBon said. 

The party break¬ 
down of the House Ma¬ 
jority Coalition is: 16 
Democrats in Reps. Neal 
Foster, Nome; Matt da¬ 
man, Anchorage; Harriet 
Drummond, Anchorage; 


Zack Fields, Anchorage; 
Sara Hannan, Juneau; 
Grier Hopkins, Fair¬ 
banks; Andy Josephson, 
Anchorage; Jonathan 
Kreiss-Tomkins, Sitka; 
John Lincoln, Kotzebue; 
Ivy Sponholz, Anchor¬ 
age; Andi Story, Juneau; 
Geran Tarr, Anchorage; 
Chris Tuck, Anchorage; 
Adam Wool, Fairbanks 
and Tiffany Zulkosky of 
Bethel. Eight Republicans 
in Reps. Tammie Wilson, 
North Pole; Gary Knopp, 
Kenai; Steve Thomp¬ 
son, Fairbanks; Louise 
Stutes, Kodiak; Gabrielle 
LeDoux, Anchorage; Bart 
LeBon, Fairbanks, Jenni¬ 
fer Johnston; Anchorage 
and Chuck Kopp of An¬ 
chorage. Two non-affil- 
iated members in Reps. 
Dan Ortiz, Ketchikan and 
Bryce Edgmon Dilling¬ 
ham. 

House Minority 

The Republican Mi¬ 
nority will be led by Rep. 
Lance Pruitt, R-Anchor- 


age. 

"As much as it's been 
kind of frustrating over 
the last month, we look 
forward to getting to 
work," Pruitt said, during 
a Friday morning press 
conference. 

Pruitt said Repub¬ 
licans who joined the 
majority may see things 
differently, but that does 
not mean they "won't be 
able to work for what's 
right for Alaska." 

"The point is we can 
still work together," Pruitt 
added. 

Pruitt was also asked 
why he did not join the 
House majority. 

"One of the conerns 
that 1 had," Pruitt said, 
"is I'm very concerned 
about being a part of cau¬ 
cus with people who that 
have very different ideas 
on the future of Alaska, 
and yet having to be a 
part of a binding caucus 
that demanded that 1 
agree to the issues that 
are on the opposite side 


of where 1 find myself." 

Rep. DeLena Johnson 
of Palmer will be the mi¬ 
nority whip. 

Rep. Cathy Tilton of 
Wasilla will be the Re¬ 
publican finance leader. 
This is a position within 
the House minority, not 
the House Finance Com¬ 
mittee. 

The other J2 mem¬ 
bers of the Republican 
House Minority consists 
of Reps. Ben Carpenter, 
Nikiski; David Eastman, 
Wasilla; Sharon Jackson, 
Eagle River; Kelly Mer¬ 
rick, Eagle River; Mark 
Neuman, Big Lake; Sara 
Rasmussen, Anchorage; 
George Rauscher, Sutton; 
Josh Revak, Anchorage; 
Laddie Shaw, Anchorage; 
Colleen Sullivan-Leon- 
ard, Wasilla; Dave Taleri- 
co, Healy; and Sara Vance 
of Homer. 

• Contact reporter Kevin Baird at 
523-2258. Follow him on Twitter at @ 
alaska_kev. 
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These cuts 
would be cut in 
part by a combined 

$J J million from feder¬ 
al funding and from "oth¬ 
er" sources. Robb said a 
large amount of this "oth¬ 
er" category comes from 
Permanent Fund Divi¬ 
dends that some inmates 
apply for but don't receive 
because they're ineligible. 
She said this money usu¬ 
ally goes to health care in 
prisons. 

Estimated state costs 
(fiscal notes) from Dun¬ 
leavy's proposed crime 
bills will also help offset 
cuts, presenters said to 
the Senate Finance Com¬ 
mittee on Thursday and 
Friday. 

The state used to send 
inmates out of state and 


stopped a few years ago, 
as Sen. Bill Wielechowski, 
D-Anchorage, pointed out 
during Friday's meeting. 
In an interview after the 
meeting, DOC Adminis¬ 
trative Services Director 
Sylvan Robb said the de¬ 
partment started phasing 
out of sending prisoners 
out of state in 20 J2 or 20 J3. 

The main reason the 
state stopped sending in¬ 
mates out of state, Robb 
said, was because Goose 
Creek Correctional Cen¬ 
ter north of Anchorage 
was built, so the state had 
room to keep everyone in 
state. 

Now, as the Dunleavy 
administration aims to cut 
$ J.6 billion from the state's 
spending in order to bal¬ 
ance the budget without 
any new revenues, 0MB 
and DOC are considering 
bringing back the program 
of sending inmates out of 
state. 

Kara Nelson, the former 


director of Haven House 
in Juneau (a faith-based 
home for women enter¬ 
ing society after leaving 
prison) and a longtime ad¬ 
vocate for reentry efforts 
in Alaska, told the Empire 
in a phone interview Fri¬ 
day that the conditions 
of many of the prisons 
people were sent to out of 
state were "horrendous." 

Nelson, who spent time 
in prison herself, said the 
father of her children was 
sent to prisons in Colo¬ 
rado and Arizona and that 
it was extremely difficult 
for her and her children 
to stay in touch with him. 
Nelson was particularly 
critical of private prisons. 

"It's big business, and 
it's unfortunate that peo¬ 
ple are making money 
off the backs of socially, 
economically challenged, 
marginalized communi¬ 
ties," Nelson said. "Espe¬ 
cially in Alaska, when we 
have so many rural areas. 


we're already at a disad¬ 
vantage when they have to 
go to prison in our larger 
communities, let alone 
taking them out of state." 

In the long run, she 
said, sending people out 
of state will harm them 
and harm the state. In her 
reentry work. Nelson has 
heard many stories about 
how poor the health care 
is in private prisons and 
how little oversight and 
transparency there is in 
the prisons. 

When people come 
back to Alaska after stays 
at bad prisons outside 
the state, she said, many 
of them haven't received 
treatment they need for 
mental health or sub¬ 
stance abuse disorder 
issues. She said it's not 
surprising that this ad¬ 
ministration is proposing 
this. 

"It's devastating," Nel¬ 
son said. "Our state right 
now, especially because 


of the exploitation that 
you're seeing in our po¬ 
litical government of peo¬ 
ple's fears at the moment, 
which is my view of it, it's 
really a shame because 
the effects of this are not 
going to be worth any dol¬ 
lars that they think that 
they're saving." 

A connection to 
the industry? 

The issue of pri¬ 
vate prisons has woven 
through this legislative 
session already, as law¬ 
makers have called atten¬ 
tion to Arduin's previous 
ties to the industry. Arduin 
has held positions with 
organizations connected 
with private prison com¬ 
pany GEO Group, accord¬ 
ing to a 2005 report from 
the LA Times. 

In a tense exchange 
at Friday's presentation, 
Wielechowski specifically 
asked Arduin about her 
connections to the private 


prison industry, and said 
Arduin had been on the 
board of GEO Group. 

"1 was not on the board 
of GEO," Arduin said. "1 
have no connections with 
private prisons and 1 have 
not had any conversations 
with them." 

In a statement recently 
emailed to the Empire, 
0MB Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner Laura Cramer pro¬ 
vided some clarification 
about Arduin's connec¬ 
tions to GEO Group. 

"She was an indepen¬ 
dent trustee for a pub¬ 
licly traded company, 
Centrcore Properties Trust 
(a REIT) during 2005- 
2006," Cramer's statement 
read. "GEO was one of 
Centrcore's leasing cus¬ 
tomers. She never had a fi¬ 
nancial interest with GEO 
or GEO Care." 

• Contact reporter Alex McCarthy 
at 523-2271 or amccarthy® 
juneauempire.com. Follow him on 
Twitter at ®akmccarthy. 
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the "Mid¬ 
night Oil" pod¬ 
cast. Alaska Public 
Media also receives 
federal funding, about $J 
million or J8 percent of 
its budget. The vast ma¬ 
jority, 75 percent, or $4.2 
million of Alaska Public 
Media's funding comes 


from community dona¬ 
tions. 

It's difficult to say how 
these cuts might affect the 
different public media or¬ 
ganizations in Alaska. 

"A station like the 
KTOO complex will prob¬ 
ably survive," Rep. Sara 
Hannan, D-Juneau said. 
"The more rural parts of 
public radio may not...J 
of course oppose these 
cuts. 1 will fight for that 
small subsidy. Public 
broadcasting in Alaska 


has been a lifeline to ru¬ 
ral Alaska." 

Hannan said public ra¬ 
dio is especially impor¬ 
tant to rural communities 
because these markets 
are not ideal for private 
radio to be successful. 
Hannan noted that some 
have argued that rural 
Alaskans can just use the 
internet to stream the ra¬ 
dio, but high costs and 
lack of infrastructure 
make that impossible in 
some places. 


"Certainly in certain 
parts of Alaska the idea of 
just beaming it out there 
won't work," Hannan said 
of internet radio. 

Hannan called the pro¬ 
posed cut "short sighted." 

"They've found there's 
a public safety element. In 
most of Alaska there is no 
network service that will 
provide weather forecasts 
and tsunami warnings 
that public broadcasting 
puts into every corner of 
Alaska. 


Much like the Univer¬ 
sity of Alaska system that 
is facing a $J55 million 
cut, leaders at the differ¬ 
ent networks will have to 
make difficult decisions 
on how to implement the 
cuts at their respective ra¬ 
dio stations. That could 
result in cuts to program¬ 
ming, job positions or 
other areas. 

Of course, the budget 
is not final and the House 
and Senate will work on 
the budget. 


Other Southeast Alas¬ 
ka radio station grant 
allocations for the cur¬ 
rent fiscal year include: 
KCAW in Sitka received 
$78,J23; KSFK, Peters¬ 
burg received $76,499; 
KHNS, Haines received 
$74,876; KRBD, Ket¬ 
chikan received $78,J23; 
KSTK, Wrangell received 
$75,4J7. 

• Contact reporter Kevin Baird at 
523-2258. Follow him on Twitter at ® 
alaska_kev. 












